^ t - A L T H 


C.R« 


17 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  CHESHAM 


REPORT 


\v 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1955 


T.  P.  EVANS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUl'IGIL  OF  CKBSHAlvI 


REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFl'ICSR  OF  HE^iLTH 


for  the 


YEAR  1955 


T,P.  EVAI'IS,  M.R.C.3.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


* 

•1 


■i 


> 


S T A F F 


Medical  Officer  oi'  Health 

i-  •F • ^ i - • M* 0 «o • ^ ^ *d «0«x  i3»x 

Ohiof  Sanitaiy  Xiisoector 

L.J.  So/Gurlsy,  M.3.I.A.,  ^x.l.Hsg. 

^^dditxQnal  Sanitary  Insr^octor 

A«F«  l^oiis ^ oo^ri •M *X fX’* j M*S»X«A« 

x^aalfc-itant  iiodeiit  Officer 

T,  Eees  (Eesigned  25.11.55.) 

A , Palfiier  ( A jp oint ed  12,12.55) 

CXeidc 

J.C.  iaoir 

ShovtXiand  IVpist 


Miss  M,  liathinell. 


i 


I 

i 

I 

t 

< 

i 


c 

1 


URBAI^  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GHSSHAM 


Public  HeaJ-th  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Chesham,  Bucks, 


April,  1956. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Cheshsjn  Urban  District  Council, 


Dear  Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ny  Annual  Report  on  the  environ- 
mental hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council's  district 
during  the  year  1955. 

The  graph  on  Page  11  well  illustrates  the  " every-other-year** 
characteristic  of  epidemic  measles.  During  1955  the  cases  notified 
constituted  a new  high  record  number  of  211,  whereas  the  previous  year 
1954  the  number  was  one  only,  whilst  in  1953  the  number  vxas  126. 
j^ring  1955  the  epidemj.c  wa.s  vddespread  but  the  complications  v;ere 
few:  whilst  the  attack  rate  was  high  there  v;ere  no  deaths.  Except 

for  one  case  of  Polionyelitis , there  were  no  notifications  of  the  more 
serious  infectious  diseases.  It  is,  however,  a pleasing  duty  to 
tecord  that  during  the  year  there  \/as  no  case  of  diphtheria  notified, 
thus  making  1955  the  eleventh  successive  year  during  which  no  case  of 
diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  Council's  district.  It  must  be 
admitted,  however,  that  the  number  of  infants  immunized  against  diph- 
theria in  1955  was  disappointingly  low, 

^ckinghamshire  v;as  one  of  the  88  Local  Health  Authorities 
that  availed  itself  of  the  Ministry's  permission  to  offer  B.C.G, 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  to  volunteer  13  year  old  school  children. 
This  was  undertaken  in  the  Spring  Term,  This  practice  of  vaccination 
against  Tuberculosis  accords  with  the  changing  pattern  of  tubercular 
Infection  and  has  the  approval  of  present  day  expert  professional  opinion. 

Its  value  lies  in  the  fact  that  vaccination  is  believed  to  confer  protection 
against  tuberculosis  upon  those  children  where  preliminary  testing  proves 
them  to  be  non-reactors.  Vaccination  of  such  children  protects  them 
against  the  greatly  increased  risk  of  "'chance  infection"  \d.th  tuberculosis 
during  the  vulnerable  first  five  year  period  after  they  leave  school. 

Immunization  is  now-a-days  practised  against  at  least  fourteen 
infectious  diseases,  Snallpox  vaccination  and  diphtheria  immunization 
of  young  infants  is  well  established:  immunization  against  tuberculosis 

with  B.C.G.  is  now  being  mdely  praptised,  whilst  travellers  abroad  are 
wen  acquainted  with  yellow  fe\’er  vaccination.  Immunization  as  a prevent- 
ive measure  against  these  diseases  has  become  a well  established  procedure 
and  in  the  early  summer  of  this  year  immunization  will  be  extended  to 
another  infectious  disease,  viz,  polionyelitis.  Sponsored  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  immunizAtion  against  pafhlytic  poliomyelitis  on  a voluntary  basis  of 
groups  of  children  bettreen  the  ages  of  5 and  9 v.ill  be  undertaken  3)r  the 
first  time  in  this  country  in  Ray  and  June  1956, 

This  Council's  housing  policy  has  been  subjected  to  a critical 
review  owing  to  the  operation  of  circumstances  beyond  its  control. 

First,  there  was  the  rising  rate  of  interest  for  new  loans,  then  came 
the  government's  request  for  retrenchment  in  capital  expenditure  for  the 
year  1956/57,  and  later  the  provisions  of  the  new  Housing  Subsidies  Bill 
virtually  withdrew  the  government's  subsi(^  on  further  new  housing 
construction,  except  for  slum  and  camp  clearances. 


The  result  of  the  reviev/,  which  had  regard  to  the  local  demand 
for  houses  as  shovm  by  the  vraiting  list  of  applicants,  has  been  that 
the  Great  Hivings  Estate  will  be  progressively  completed  by  31st  l-iarch, 
1953,  and  a further  contract  for  Gregory  type  houses  will  be  entered 
forthwith.  In  addition,  the  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  a 

scheme  of  25  further  old  peoples'  bungalovjs  to  be  completed  by  31st 
March  1959*  VJith  r egard  to  subsidies,  the  Council  agreed  to  the 
continuation  of  a General  Rate  Fund  subsidy  to  the  Housing  Revenue 
Account  of  an  amount  equal  to  the  total  amount  of  compounding  allowances 
on  all  Council  houses.  The  resultant  deficit  is  to  be  met  by  overall 
increases  in  rents. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been 
vari^  in  character.  Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  investigation 
of  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954:  so  too  has  the  time  devoted  to 
meat  inspection  at  the  Slaughterhouse  been  considerable,  and  in  addition 
there  has  been  the  routine  collection  of  samples  of  water,  ice-cream 
and  milk  for  laboratory  investigation  as  well  as  the  investigation  of 
nuisances. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  L.D.  SaturJey,  Ciiief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  Mr,  A,P,  Viells,  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  well  as  the  clerical 
staff  of  the  Department  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 


T.P.SVAIv’S. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 
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GENER/iL  AID  VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  GENERAX  STATISTICS 


Populations  Census  1951  lls455‘ 
Population  (estiraated  add  year  1955)  lls830 
Area  (acres  of  District)  3p4S9 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

(per  Valuation  List  31«12.55)  4r086 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  (31.12.55)  £8?s772 
Product  of  Penny  Ra.te,  1955/56  (probable)  £ 342 


The  Urban  District  of  Chesham  wc,s  extended  by  the  Bucks  Rsriew 
Qcder  of  1934  from  acreage  of  ls357  to  the  present  acreage  of  3?4S9. 

The  rateable  value  on  1st  April  1920j  was  £465915?  on  the  Ist  April  1934 
it  was  £565528?  whilst  on  31st  December  1953  it  vms  £c2;2’“0^ 

The  population  of  Chesham  in  1921  w’as  Sj5343  iii  1931  ■“  85.8095 
and  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  1955  ■v/as  11  j 830, 

The  product  of  a penny  rate  has  increased  from  £216  for  the  financial 
year  1934/35  to  £342  for  the  financial  yesn  1955/56, 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


(a)  Notified  Live  Bixths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimte 

(b)  Notified  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitiraate 


McXes  Eeii'iales  Total 

80  84  164 


2, 


5 


Chesham  England  & Nai  es 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  I5OOO  population  14.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1^000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  29.1 

Infant  and  Katernal  Mortality 

(a)  Deaths  i^om  puerperal  causes 


15.0  + 
23.1  + 


(b)  Deaths  of  Lifants  under  one  year  of  age  itiles  Feiriales  Total 
Legitimo.te  112 

Illegr.  biLKiat  0 


(c)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 
Legitimate 

Illegitimate  -=* 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  undf^r  l.y0.ar  of  ages- 

Legitimate  per  I5OOO  .legitimate  live  births 
All  Infants  per  I, 000  registered  live  births 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
(England  and  Males) 

Deaths 

Cinide  Death  Ra.te  per  1,000  populafion 
Death  Rate,  England  and  Males 
Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 


12.2 

12,0 


> / o 

rC-H-O  / 


f 1 . i 
11,0 


•♦■Provisional  orXy 


Kote 


‘Ihe  correobod  Duatli  xiate  ia  obtained  viiaix  the  ojude  rat^  ba? 
been  adjusted  to  irird^e  allowance  toiy  the  tray  in  ’./bdoh  bh:-  se::  and  age 
distritiution  of  the  Iv/cal  popuiation  differs  from  tht  for  Si^gjiard  ciid 
V/alfeS  as  a vhole.  The  r.djustaent  is  made  by  ..Exltiplyiag  tl-.e  Cxude 
rote  by  the  area  comparability  factor,  the  appropriate  ie'.toi-  for  the 
di.stricb  being  ,d7.  The  coiTected  rate  is  comparable  ■.'j.Lh  the  Oi^ide 
rate  for  i.inglond  and  Wales  p and  bho  corresponding  adjust  od  r.ate  for  -oiy 
of'cr  area. 


I'iales 

females 

Total 

1,  Infeoti'/e  and  parasitic  diseases 

L 

2*  ifelignant  neoplasias 

hO 

16 

y. 

3,  Vascular  lesioiis  oi  nervous  cyoten. 

7 

10 

17 

4,  Coron/Aiy  disease,  angina 

l‘j 

10 

26 

5,  Othor  heort  diseases 

4 

Id 

3.1 

6,  Other  ciro'alato;no  diseases 

4 

5 

9 

7.  Pnouj'iioiiia 

3 

9 

14 

8,  Broncidtis 

5 

2 

7 

9.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10, Gastritis,  enteritis  and  di.arrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

ll.I^^ojerplasia  of  prostate 

'2 

- 

3 

l.'-i . Congenital  nuilf crinati ons 

- 

2 

13  .Other  defined  md  hll-le  lined  die  eases 

o 

J 

n 

l/:.,3'aicide 

r 

/L 

- 

r ; 

I'H'btor  vslrlcle  accidents 

— 

i 

1 

lo,/fll  other  accidaets 

1 

- 

1 
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SECTION  B 
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HEALTH  SERVICES 


1,  HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


Cheshajn  Urban  District  is  situated  in  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Area*  The  Regional  Hospital  Uoard  has  delegated  the  duty  of  management  of 
the  local  hospitals  to  the  High  Wycombe  & District  Management  Committee  v^iicn 
in  turn  has  delegated  day-to-day  administration  to  two  House  Committees. 

One  House  Committee  is  responsible  for  three  hospitals,  viz,  the  Amersham 
General  Hospital,  the  Chesham  (Cottage)  Hospital  and  the  Stone  Maternity 
Hospital,  Chalfont  St.  Giles,  The  other  xs  responsible  for  the  Cbalfont 
and  Gerrards  Gross  Hospital,  Chalfont  St.  Peter, 

Hospitals  available  for  xhe  District  are  as  follows i- 

Tuberculosis  - Berks  & Bucks  Joino  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Common, 

General  - Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

” - Amersham  General  Hospital 

” - Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

**  - Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

'*  - War  Memorial  Hospital,  High  Jfy-combe 

" - Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital 

Infectious  Diseases  - Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 


2.  LiiBQRATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  concerned  with  Bacteriology 
and  Epidemiology  in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  cf 
infectious  disease. 

Public  Health  Laboratories  are  situated  at  Walton  Street,  Oxford, 
and  at  Luton  & Dunstable  Hospital,  Lewsey  Road,  Luton,  and  in  general 
undertake  free  of  charge  the  bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens 
as  sputum,  nose  and  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc.  The  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  samples  of  v/ater,  milk  and  ice-cream  is  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  laboratory,  Luton. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst 
Southwark  Borough  Council. 


3.  AI^IBULANGE  SERVICES 

Since  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the 
County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  ambulance  facilities  of 
all  kinds.  The  Bucks  County  Council  provides  an  ambulance  service  for 
non-inf ectious  cases  for  the  whole  cf  the  County  through  the  agency  of  the 
Order  of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  Two  St.  John’s 
ambulances  ai’e  si.ationed  in  Chesham. 

Ambulances  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  are  stationed  at 
Aylesbury  and  Slough. 


4.  MEDICAL  GQMFOxlTS  DEPOT 


The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  provided  'ty  the  Chesham  Ifersing  Division 
of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  has  again  rendered  valuable  service. 

In  particular  the  supply  of  medical  comforts  has  helped  relatives  to  nurse 
the  elderly  and  chronic  sick  at  homf^  | ms.temity  cases  nursed  by  district 
midwives  were  also  helped. 


Altogether,  1629  articles  were  sent  out  in  1955,  ranging  from  a 
feeding  cup  to  a bedstead.  At  the  close  of  the  year  617  articles  were 
on  loan. 


Besides  supplying  patients  in  Chesiiam  and  the  neighbourhood,  the 
Depot  has  sent  goods  to  patients  living  in  Princes  Risborough,  liursley, 
Beaciiampton,  Loudwater,  Ainslow,  High  l^combe  and  Ayles'bury. 


Thanks  mst  be  given  to  all  members  of  the  Chesham  St,  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  who  associate  themselves  vri.th  this  work. 


5,  NURSING  IM  THE  HOME 

This  Service  is  now  provided  by  lliss  M.E,  I'ferston,  3.R.N.,  S.C.M,, 
Q.N.,  from  305  Berkhampstead  Road,  Chesham  - Telephone  Chesham  555e 


6.  CLINICS 

There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  dual  services  provided  at 
the  Germain  Street  Clinic,  viz.  a Minor  Ailments  Clinic  and  a Specialised 
Sei*vice  Clinic. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  has 
established  clinics  at  King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor,  and  at  High  l^combe. 


SECTION  C 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTAI-JCE  ACTS,  1948  to  1931 


These  i\cts  have  been  described  as  the  final  step  in  the  break-up 
of  the  old  Poor  Lav/,  the  repeal  of  v/hich  v/as  vddely  v/elcomed  as  it  had, 
in  the  main,  outlived  its  usefulness.  The  duties  imposed  by  the  Poor 

Law  were  transferred  in  many  instances  to  Local  Authorities,  and  certain 
duties,  namely  those  under  Sections  47  aJ^d  50  of  the  above  «.cts  become  the 
responsibilites  of  the  District  Councils. 


Section  47 

The  provisions  of  this  Section  have  for  their  purpose  the  securing 
of  the  necessary  cai‘e  and  attention  for  persons  viho 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insaiitsry 
conditions,  and, 

(b)  ai'o  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from 
other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

Upon  receipt  of  a report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Local  Autliority  may  apply  to  a Magistrates ' Court  for  an  order  authorising 
a person's  removal  to  hosjoital  or  other  suitable  place  and  for  his  detention 
for  a period  not  exceeding  three  months,  '■‘■'he  person  in  respect  of  viiom 
the  application  is  made  or  some  person  in  c/iarge  of  him  must  be  given  seven 
clear*  days*  notice  of  uhe  intended  application  arid  of  the  time  ahd  place  at 
v/hich  it  is  proposed  to  be  made. 

Section  47  of  the  1943  Act  lias  been  amended  by  the  National  Assist- 
ance (Amendment)  Act,  of  1951  which  contains  additional  provisions  for 
securing  the  speedier  removal  of  urgent  cases.  Under  these  provisions,  the 
Local  Authority  may  give  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  general  authority 
to  tal^e  immediate  action  where  urgent  removal  is  considered  necessary; 
possessing  such  authority  he  may  apply  to  a magistrate  for  an  order  to  detain 
a person  in  suitable  premises  for  a period  not  exceeding  three  weeks.  In 
these  circumstances,  the  order  maj''  be  made  v/ithout  notice  of  intended 
application  liaving  been  given. 

No  cases  requiring  action  under  these  provisions  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 


Section  50 

Under  tliis  Section  of  the  above  Acts,  the  duty  is  placed  upon  the 
Councils  of  County  Boroughs  and  County  Districts  to  arrange  for  the  burial 
or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  has  been  found  dead  in  their 
area.  This  duty  is  exercisable  only  v/hen  it  appears  to  the  Council  that 
no  other  suitable  arrangements  liave  been  or  are  being  made. 

During  the  year  no  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  this  duty  has 

arisen. 


3BCTI0M  D 


piihjyALai^cii;  Aiip  control  oi^  in^ecti^us  diseases 


Hotificatjong  of  Infectious  Disease 


There  were  215  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  as  fo3J.ov/s: 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles 

211 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

Wno oping  Cough 

1 

— 

- 

PolioiTiyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

There  v/ere  also  4 primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  follovdng  table  shov;s  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the 
deaths  from  the  disease,  arranged  in  age  groups. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Years 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-5 

5-15 

15  - 25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

45  - 55 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

55  - 65 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

65  - 75 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Over  75 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-aLK  BORNE  TUBEl^ULOSIS.  1921  - 1953 

The  diseases  of  young  children  due  to  bovine  Tuberculosis  such  as 
“T.B.  glands  of  neck”,  abdominaE  tuberculosis,  etc.  caused  by  the  consump- 
tion of  raw  milk,  like  diphtheria,  may  be  properly  classified  among  the 
disappearing  diseases.  Indeed  throughout  the  country  as  a whole,  it  may 
be  said  that  these  diseases  have  already  virtually  disappeared.  When  it 
is  remembered  that  this  disappearance  has  been  achieved  during  the  course 
of  one  generation,  say  roughly  during  the  1921  - 1953  period,  it  will  be 
seen  tiiat  this  achievement  is  one  of  no  mean  magnitude.  But  unlike  the 
disappearance  of  diphtheria  which  nay  or  may  not  prove  to  be  permanent 
beeause  it  is  so  largely  dependent  upon  the  continued  co-operation  of 
parents,  the  disappearance  of  the  diseases  due  to  bovine  tuberculosis  is 
believed  to  be  permanent  because  the  medico-social  policy  upon  which  the 
achievement  is  based  and  the  means  devised  to  implement  that  policy,  are 
matters  which  h3.ve  noM  been  vrritten  into  the  law  of  the  land.  Its 
permanence  makes  the  achievement  notevrorthy.  In  the  country  as  a vhole 
taking  the  number  of  deaths  from  abdominal  tuberculosis  in  cliildren  under 
5 as  a criterion  of  the  prevalence  of  bovine  tuberculosis,  the  number  of 
such  deaths  in  1921  was  1,107  and  in  1953  it  was  12. 

The  policy  behind  this  achievement  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
ultimately  the  only  satisfactory  millc  for  human  consumption  must  be  safe, 
that  is,  milk  free  from  tuberculosis,  and  preferably  milk  that  is  safe 
from  infection  including  tuberculosis.  The  means  devised  to  achieve 
this  end  v;ere  two-fold  both  of  which  operated  concurrently.  On  the 
one  hand  there  vras  induced  a steady  improvement  in  quality  of  the 
individual  members  of  dairy  herds  and  on  the  other  there  \ro.s  introduced 
the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  milks  of  special  designation.  One  of 
these  designa-tions  was  loiovm  as  T.T,  milk,  that  is  milk  from  an  attested 
tuberculosis-free  herd;  another  designation  v;as  that  of  Pasteurised  milk, 
that  is  milk  which  hsis  been  subjected  to  heat  treatment  in  such  a manner 
as  to  kill  all  infectious  organisms  including  tuberculosis. 


_ 0 - 

It  wac  not  uncommon  for  'r.f.  uilk  to  be  pncteurised,  -he  ini^Ajiiuent^Liori 
cf  oliiis  policy  px  oo'od  o’o  ouccoccful  olx-t  to-dc.y  ’.  itnin  coi'tain  ^ o 
cpociiied  by  tin  iiiniotor,  and  vidob  in  nil  com^a-i.nj  .xt-out  4j5«I  Oj.  t:.c 
total  population  of  the  conmry  the  oale  for  iuiaan  c^n^uap  ion  o .dl’'  » 
of  cpccial  designations  is  obli^iator;}^,  thus  ronuerint  '^no  Oed:  jf  _-.jw 
undesigiiatod  nilk  for  this  i:urpose  in  such  .:n‘oac  ixioj^^al. 

In  19o3  'diC  kinister  of  Food  was  on.^ov/orod  ui'iv,.cr  tlra  rc-le/n'.t 
not,  by  Order  to  s-ecify  areas  within  v/idch  the  sale  of  desi{;,naa.iJ  rnlJ:  s 
WS.3  made  obligato^';,-,  buc  until  thon  tae  cho^.ge-over  fro  rnv/  to  uesi^navod 
i:;ilk  for  human  consumption  I;uid  rested  on  a volunoary  basis.  1.,  one 
ccruni-ry  as  o.  'ohole  the  chan^^e-over  \'ac  inier.  doteiit  In  ch'-xactcx’  <£^:a 
uneven  in  its  spx'ead.  On  ohe  whole,  the  larger  oo’.tus,  including  LjU-Lon 
were  quick  to  welcorae  pasteurised  r.dlk  as  an  ad.dtional  safeg’,.-  i.-d  Lc 
heal  oh  m.t  the  rural  areas  on  the  other  liand  v/ere  slower  to  ap^rcci-^e 
its  significance.  It  therefore  roliowed  tliat  ti*e  risk  of  contx-ac  lag 
tuberculosis  frou  mill;  was  higher  in  nhs  countr;^'  disti-icts  than  in  tho 
to\7nc.  Indeed  it  has  been  estlM/ted  that  tho  risk  \m.3  ten  times 
greater  in  tho  coun.-ay  tiian  in  a tovrn  i/here  all  "^dllt  was  pasteairisod 
dui'ing  tiie  period  1991  - 19.44*  though  the  figui*es  sa-e  not  accui’atel^' 
Imovjn,  in  1921  in  London  the  amount  of  rdllc  pasteurised  v/as  C0%  and  in 
the  rural  districts  veiy  r.ruch  less,  vdth  ver;;-  little  T.9.  milk  sold  in 
either. 


In  1944  the  amount  of  ps.steuidsed  mill:  sold  in  London  was  /o^ 
and  in  niro.l  districts  still  aporoci-ably  less.  'fo-d.\y  the  fig-ore  for 
London  is  in  tho  region  of  lOOjG,  end  for  dngland  aroi  '.bales  S,c%;  ohe 
.amount  oT  railk  from  attested  herds  pasteurivsed  32%, 


Abdomin -.1  Tubprculosis  In  children  under  3 wears  of  age . 


1921 

1953 

Rates  per 

No,  of 

xRates  per 

at 

o 

• 

o 

million 

Dca-tiis 

million 

deaths 

London 

136 

51 

4 

1 

County  Boroughs 

437 

490 

1 

1 

Urban  Districts 

336 

390 

1 

2 

hui’c.l  Districts 

252 

176 

12 

3 

1,107 

12 

V/ir-t  was  onoo  a coamion  disease,  viz,  'lYiberculosis  ef  bovine 
Oxi-in  of  whe  bones,  joints  and  other  organs  hiis  followed  cholera  ana 
plague  into  the  limbo  of  xhe  past.  The  once  all  too  common  ailiaent 
of  children  via,  ”T.i3.  glaads  of  the  neck”,  vhdcli  v/as  once  an  accepted 
featu-re  of  English  life  cU-xd  vhucii  was  previously’-  loio^^n  as  ” scrofula” 

£uid  also  as  “King's  evil”,  cured  by  royal  touch,  lias  now  disappeared; 
tho  long  dra\aji-out  battle  for  safe  railk  - at  least  for  tuberculosis- free 
millv  - has  been  virtually  vrc»n. 


jhnalysis  of  Notifications  ct  Deaths  (T.E.)  dui-ing  >3  decades. 


Year 

New  Casi 
xteCDiro.torv 

Non-Eeso. 

Deaths 

Hesoir  xit  ory  Non-Res  p . 

Chesham 
Population  . 

1921/25 

33 

21 

23 

1925  3,332 

1926/30 

20 

19 

20 

1930  9,057 

1931/35 

24 

12 

31 

1935  10,315 

1936/40 

13 

11 

24 

1940  11,750 

1941/45 

32 

9 

25 

7 

1945  11,030 

1946/50 

a 

13 

23 

1 

1950  11,420 

1951/55 

31 

6 

6 

- 

1955  11,330 

Tile  Council's  district  has,  since  the  213 1 ih.rch  1953 > been  declared 
by  the  ilinister  of  Food  under  Section  23  of  the  Food  fc  Drugs  (i-ilk,  D^-iries 
and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  a specified  area.  This  means  that  only 
milks  of  special  designation  moy  be  sold  for  i-iuman  consumption  vritiiin  the 
Chesham  Urban  District  and  the  sale  therein  of  rav;  undesignated  milk  for 
that  purpose  illegal. 
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3.  POLIOMYELITIS 

In  mi.d-Hlanua3:y  1956^  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  its 
intention  of  making  available  a new  British  vaccine  against  paralytic 
poliouyelitis  * 'ihe  vaccine  of  the  Salk  type  was  believed  to  be  as  saife 
as  it  possibly  could  be  and  it  would  be  aimilable  to  Local  Health 
A?j.thorities  for  the  vaccination  of  children  in  the  two  to  nine  year  old 
age  group  during  the  months  of  May  and  Junso  Thereafter  vacci2s.tion 
would  be  suspended  till  after  the  "polio  season"  and  re-=int reduced  in 
November  yien  it  is  assumed  that  the  season  will  have  endede  Dependent 
upon  the  amount  of  vaccine  availabiep  it  was  hoped  that  between  300 5 000 
and  300 j, 000  children  out  of  5^*  million  chiJLdren  eligible  would  be 
vaccinated  in  May  and  Juneo  The  scheme  was  on  a voluntary  basis  and 
registrations  for  vaccination  ivrould  be  completed  ly  the  14th  Aprils 
The  choice  of  groups  for  vaccication  within  the  defined  limits  would 
rest  solely  with  the  Statistical  Division  of  the  Medical  Research  Councils 
Those  children  registered^  but  not  vaccinated  in  the  Spring  would  be  given 
priority  in  the  Autumn, 

During  the  past  four  nsonths  (January  ~ April)  considerable  public 
controversy  followed  this  announcement.  Anxiety  centred  chiefly  around 
the  safety  of  the  vaccine  especial.ly  in  view  of  the  Tinfortunate  incident  with 
supplies  of  original  vaccine  from  one  particular  laboratory  in  the  UoSoA,, 
in  May,  1955#  ’t^^hat  seems  to  have  been  insufficiently  realised  is  the 
fact  that  j-Bimediately  on  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  events  giving  rise  to 
the  incident,  the  American  Public  Health  Authorities  acted  decisivelyi 
the  extensive  pre-arranged  programme  of  vaccination  was  suspended  forthwith, 
and  further  use  of  the  offending  original  vaccine  was  forbidden.  On  the 
discovery  of  the  cause  of  the  incident  further  stringent  safety  tests  were 
applied  to  modified  fresh  supplies  of  vaccine o When  these  tests  were 
successfully  concluded,  this  revised  standard  vaccine  was  issued  and  the 
unprecedented  vaccination  programme  got  under  way  again.  The  point 
here  for  us  ia  this  country  is  the  fact  that  the  new  British  vaccine  is 
believed  to  compare  favc/urab3^>",  not  with  the  original  U„So  vaccine  which 
was  discarded,  but  with  the  U,S,A,  revised  standard  vaccine  \rfiich,  since 
the  early  summer  of  1955  isas  been  used  in  more  than  10,000,000  vaccinations 
without  mishap  in  the  UaS^  A,  In  addition,  Salk  vaccine  as  used  in 
the  U,S,Ae  has  been  given  to  1,000,000  Canadian  children  without  incident 
during  1955,  and  the  paralytic  attack  rate  in  the  vaccinated  was  less 
than  one  fifth  of  that  in  the  unprotected.  Or,  put  more  clearly,  the 
protection  afforded  may  be  more  readily  understood  perhaps  if  it  is 
compared  with  the  protection  afforded  fcy  vaccination  in  this  country 
against  whooping  cough,  the  results  of  which  have  recently  been  evaluated 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council,  The  figures  show  that  vaccination 
against  whooping  cough  gives  protection  in  8355  of  cases,  leaving 
unprotected  17^,  That  is  to  say  it  confers  protection  in  four  cases 
out  of  five,  Similai'  results  are  believed  to  follow  vaccination 
against  paralytic  polioayelitis  with  the  new  British  vaccine. 

While  vaccination  with  the  present  Salk  type  vaccine,  which  is 
a formalin-inactivated  vaccine,  should  prove  a most  important  advance  in 
our  means  of  preventing  the  disease,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  assume 
that  the  final  answer  has  been  found.  The  experience  of  the  spring  and 
summer  will  give  an  opportunity  of  assessing  the  fhll  value  of  the  vaccine 
regarding  the  scope  of  its  efficacy.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  vaccine 
will  abolish  poliosyelitis  -although  it  may  be  expected  to  give  a substantial 
measure  of  protection.  It  would  be  premature,  therefore,  to  stop  invest- 
igating alternative  preventive  measures,  of  vrhich  the  most  hopeful  seems 
to  be  vaccine  made  from  living  attenuated  virus  which  would  be  administered 
by  mouth. 


Of  the  146  Local  Health  Authorities  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

144  have  accepted  the  l^i.nistry®s  of  far  iiiade  in  mid-Januaiy,  The  national 
figure  of  registrations  is  believed  to  be  29  percent  of  the  children 
eligible.  The  figure  for  the  County  of  Bucks  as  a i^ole  is  said  to  be 
22  percents  the  figures  for  the  Local  County  Health  Area  (% combe)  which 
includes  V^combe  Borough,  Wycombe  Rui’a.1,  Marlow,  Amersham  and  Chesham  is 
reported  to  be  3,875  registrations  - 1,981  males  and  1,894  females. 

These  figures  include  those  for  Amersham  and  Chesham  Districts  which  ai’e 
believed  to  be  proportionately  high. 
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4*  DIPHTHERIA 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunized 
against  Diphtheria  in  Chesham  in  1955 o 


! 

Diphtheria  Immunization 

Age  Groups 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

. 

5-9 

10-14  i Total 

Primary  Immunization 

61 

30 

5 

4 

3 

1 

- 1 104 

Re-Immunization 

t 1 1 ..1 

- 

- 

21 

73 

- 1 94 

1955  is  the  eleventh  year  in  which  no  notification  of  diphtheria 
has  been  received  in  this  district*  The  percentage  of  children  imimnized 
during  the  first  year  of  life  in  this  district  was  34o7%o 

There  seems  to  be  good  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  prevalence 
of  diphtheria  in  the  community  ha.s  undergone  a striking  change  in  the 
past  five  years*  Before  1950  diphtheria  was  not  only  common  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  but  it  was  thought  that  the  causative  organisir 
itself  \m.3  widely  distributed,  that  in  fact  it  was  every\Aiereo  The 
evidence  to  support  this  view  was  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a town  or 
hamlet  where  investigation  would  not  have  brought  to  light  a number  of 
carriers  of  the  disease*  Indeed,  this  was  so  much  the  case  that  it  was 
hardly  vrorth  vdiile  seeking  carriers  and  contacts  because  the  search  would 
have  produced  so  many  that  their  control  would  have  been  quite  impossible* 
Today,  however,  the  picture  is  different* 

Tills  reversal  of  opinion  is  based  upon  conclusions  derived 
from  a close  study  and  detailed  analysis  of  the  159  corrected  notifications 
of  diphtheria  that  occurred  in  England  and  Wahs  during  1954o  One  of  the 
salient  facts  established  ty  this  study  was  the  comparatively  large  extent 
of  the  country  as  a v^ole  con^rising  the  combined  areas  of  the  total  number 
of  County  Councils  that  had  been  free  from  diphtheria  for  periods  varying 
from  one  to  seven  years  as  from  the  1st  January,  1955* 

Of  the  total  number  (62)  of  administrative  County  Councils, 
several  (6)  had  been  diphtheria  free  for  one  year;  many  (15)  had  been  free 
for  four  years,  vdiilst  two  had  been  free  for  six,  and  another  for  seven  years. 
A similar  story  could  be  told  of  60  County  Boroughs*  ^he  study  of  the  159 
cases  during  1954  disclosed  that  the  distribution  of  cases  was  scattered, 
most  of  the  outbreaks  occurring  in  single  cases,  in  twos  and  threes,  or  in 
small  single  figure  numbers*  The  largest  couple  of  outbreaks  occurred  in 
County  Boroughs  - one  with  ten  and  the  other  with  twelve  cases* 

All  the  outbreaks  had  certain  features  in  common:  the  cases 
occurred  in  small  family  circles  or  in  localised  residential  areas;  the  type 
of  organisms  was  common  to  each  outbreak;  the  source  of  the  original  infect- 
ion was  usually  difficult  and  often  impossible  to  find,  whilst  at  times  there 
was  doubt  whether  a positive  bacteriological  finding  indicated  a case  or  a 
carrier* 


This  study,  in  ny  view,  disclosed  another  equally  important  fact, 
namely  the  increased  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  unimmunized*  Of  the 
100  cases  in  the  0-14  year  old  age  group,  61  were  in  children  who  had  never 
been  immuniaed  and  there  were  six  deaths*  In  the  immunized  group  there  were 
no  deaths*  Indeed  this  study  confirms  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  in 
an  offical  Report  that  the  "mortality  indices  have  always  shown  diphtheria 
to  be  a most  fatal  disease  at  these  pounger  ages",  (1*6*  in  the  under  1 year 
and  the  0-4  year  old  age  groups*)  It,  is  of  course  known  that  the  disease 
might  well  be  almost  eliminated  altogether*  To  accomplish  this,  however, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  immunization  of  not  less  than  75%  of  babies  should 
be  completed  before  their  first  birthday  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  remind 
ourselves  that  in  the  country  as  a \diole,  the  numbers  of  babies  immunized 
during  their  first  year  of  life  in  1954  was  36/S  and  38*45^  in  the  first  half 
of  1955*  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  Council's  district  for  1955 
was  34*7% 


1949  - 1955  Notifications  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
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SECTION  E HOUSING 

1.  THE  PROBLEM  OF  THE  OLDER  HOUSES 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acto  1954 

This  Act  came  into  operation  just  over  a year  ago,  on  the 
31st  July  1954^  but  the  background  of  the  problem  of  the  older  houses 
is,  of  course,  much  older.  It  is  estimated  that  in  the  country  as 
a whole  there  are  at  least  5 million  houses  over  sixty  five  years  old, 
but  the  present  character  of  local  authority  activities  dates  from  the 
conclusion  of  the  1914-‘191S  war.  The  pattern  then  followed  was  first 
the  provision  of  new  houses  to  maJce  up  the  losses  of  the  war  years, 
and  subsequently  a drive  against  slum  dwellings, 

A comparable  pattern  has  emerged  following  the  1939  -1945 
war  and  in  the  past  few  years  under  the  1949  Housing  Act  and  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  act  of  1954>  the  stage  has  now  been  reached  when  some 
of  the  energies  directed  to  the  provision  of  additional  houses  are 
being  diverted  to  the  repair  and  improvement  of  older  houses  and  to  the 
replacement  of  those  unfit  and  appropriate  for  clearance. 

The  objective  in  respect  of  the  older  houses  is  to  secure 
needed  repair  of  those  capable  of  further  service,  to  encourage 
appropriate  improvements,  and  to  clear  away  houses  deemed  unfit  for 
further  use.  In  every  sizeable  town,  in  every  sizeable  hamlet  there 
are  houses  which  have  outlived  their  usefulness  as  human  habitations. 

The  national  total  of  unfit  houses  is  difficult  to  assess.  The  estimates 
which  housing  authorities  were  invited  to  submit  by  the  30th  August  1955 
will  be  subject  to  some  reservations  because  of  the  scope  for  varied 
interpretations  of  unfitness. 

The  number  of  dwellings  classified  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  fit  for  demolition  within  the  Council's  district,  submitted 
to  the  Ministry,  was  137*  Of  this  number,  52  were  considered  suitable 
for  inclusion  in  Clearance  Areas  whilst  the  remaining  85  would  be  dealt 
with  by  the  procedure  applicable  to  the  d emolition  of  individual  unfit 
houses.  The  Council  proposed  that  the  demolition  of  all  the  unfit 
houses  should  be  completed  within  five  years, 

' y 

Action  is  due  to  start  on  the  first  Clearance  Area  in  1956: 
this  will  comprise  houses  in  Alexander  Street  and  George  Street, 

2.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


During  1955  the  Chesham  Council  has  continued  to  give 
financial  assistance  to  prjivate  persons  for  the  improvement  of  house 
property,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  The  Sanitary 
Inspectors  made  521  visits  in  connection  with  this  scheme. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  and 
approved,  together  with  the  total  amount  of  grants  made  for  the  years 
1954  and  1955. 


J 



1954 

1955 

Total 

Number  of  Applications 

13 

30 

43 

Number  of  grants  approved 

12 

28 

40 

Total  cost  of  approved  improve- 

£4j777.5.0d. 

£12, 279. 11, Od, 

£17,056.16,01. 

raents 

^otal  amount  of  gi'ants  approved 

£2,089ol6o0d. 

£5, 373, 14.^  • 

. £7,463,10,6dc 

Number  of  schemes  completed 

1 

. 

20 

21 
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3.  XMSFii;CTI0il3  Ai^D  OF  ACTION  TARSK 

The  table  which  usually  appears  in  this  report  giving 
statistical  informtion  on  inspections  and  action  talcen  unaer  the 
Public  Health  and  Pbusing  Acts  is  no  longer  required  as  the  information 
is  nov/  submitted  to  the  i'inistiy  of  Housing  a.nd  Local  Cioverrment  in 
separate  returns. 

Details  of  inspections  C3,rried  out  ’Jill  be  found  elsev/here  in 
the  repoi’t. 

For  record  purposes,  the  follovdng  figures  of  housing  v/ork, 
extracted  from  the  above-raentioned  return,  are  of  interest 

Housing  Act,  1936 

IJamber  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  ontion  taking 

under  Section  11  1 

Kumber  of  houses  made  fit  by  o’.-mers  after  service  of 

formal  notice  2 

Repairs 

Ikimber  of  unfit  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of 

inf ormal  ■ action' uridef  Riblic  Health  or  Housing  Acts  33 


4.  POSTWAR  HOUaiKd 

During  1955  the  Council  rehoused  143  fanr.lies,  including  39 
exchanges  of  tenancy. 

One  case  of  statutoiy  overcrowding  involving  11  persons  was 

relieved. 


Silice  1946,  Oheshan  Council  have  provided  alternative  housing 
accommodation  for  1,074  families,  and  the  following  details  of  the 
number  of  nov;  dwellings  erected  in  the  post  vjar  period  are  of  interest. 


POST  V/AR  HOUSING  DSVSLOPMEI^T 


mui 

HOUSE  TIPFS  & KLl-iBER 

ANIWAL 

COUKCIL 

TOTAL 

H0USE5  EiiEGTED 

El  PlilVATE 

enterprise 

Temporary 

Bungalov/s 

Houses 

Flats 

Old  Peoples 
Bungalows 

1946 

35 

- 

- 

35 

14 

1947 

- 

14 

- 

- 

14 

17 

194a 

- 

67 

- 

- 

67 

15  i 

1 

1949 

- 

87 

23 

- 

115 

24 

1950 

13 

8 

26 

15 

1951 

33 

8 

S 

49 

11 

1952 

- 

- 

36 

- 

36 

5 

1953 

22 

12 

5 

39 

31 

1954 

17 

- 

161 

69  ♦ 

1955 

34 

13 

27 

74 

123  i/ 

TOTAL 

35 

a9 

122 

40 

616 

324 

+ Includes  8 houses  erected  ly  a Housing  Association, 

^ Includes  9 houses  erected  by  a Housing  Association, 

At  the  close  of  tne  year  there  were  20  houses  under  construction  by  the 
Council  and  72  under  private  construct5.Qn, 
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THii)  HOUSING  OF  THE  AGEi)  AND  ELDEHLY 


Uncler  present  da^  legislation,  the  responsibility  for  the 
aged  and  elderly  is  shared  by  three  dif foment  sets  of  authorities. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the  aged  and  elderly 
v;hen  they  require  hospitsJ.  trsatmont;  the  County  Council  as  WGlfar-s 
Authority  is  responsible  for  B’art  III  (institutional)  accomodation 
for  the  fit  aged  and  elderly  who  are  unable  to  give  the". selves,  nor 
are  receiving  from  others,  necessary  care  and  attenuion,  whilst  the 
local  iHstrict  Council,  having  regard  to  their  special  housing  needs, 
is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  suitable  housing  accomodation 
under  the  IIc’i3.ing  Acts. 

For  yeaa-s  the  Council  Ims  been  conscious  of  its 

responsibilities  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  suitable  housing 
accomodation  for  the  agiai  and  elderly.  Townfield  flats  built  in 
193ii  ’-ra-s  on  early  example  of  a pre-war  attempt  to  fulfil  its  respons- 
ibilities in  this  respect.  In  recent  years  a vfarden  has  been  resident 
there.  More  recently  Lhe  Council  has  devoted  part  of  its  Fullers 
Hill  Housing  Estate  to  the  erection  of  grouped  dwellings  (bung.ilows) 
for  tile  elderly)  and  recently  on  the  site  it  completed  a scheme  by 
building  a central  comrminity  centre  with  a resident  warden's  flat 
incorj>orated  in  the  same  building.  There  are  23  bungalows  for  si.ng'ie 
units  and  four  bungaloi/.’s  for  elderly  couples.  The  duties  of  the 
warden  are  supervisoiy  amd  may  be  ohosa  generally  described  ty  the 
term  "Good  noighbovu'".  The  ad'/antages  of  such  a scheme  is  t'nat  the 
aged  anil  elde.rly  are  enabled  to  live  independent  lives  in  their  o\m 
homes,  instead  of  bocoraing  candidates  for  residential  accomodation 
provided  by  the  Welfare  .'hithorit/.  As  the  schem-".  of  grouped 
dwellings  reduced  the  need  for  the  Welfare  Authority  to  ]i'Ovide 
residontial  accomodation,  the  x.uthority  with  the  approval  of  tne 
Minister  miiy  give  financial  support  to  such  a scheme  b'-  refunding  ane 
half  of  the  ros.ic’.ent  warden's  v/ages.  The  preseno  scheme  reaehei 
ii’u.ition  i.d.th  the  conp.lc  tion  of  the  Community  Centre,  wiijch  vraa  formally 
declared  open  by  the  Lord  Lieuteiuiut  of  Euckingriamshire  Sir  Aubrey  Fletcher, 
Bart,,  D.S.O,,  H.V.O.,  D.L.,  in  November,  1955. 
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SECTION  F SANITARY  CIHCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Council's  Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickmans worth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  amalgamated  companies c This  Council's 
Ihidertaking  supplies  84^  of  the  total  dwellings  within  the  district  in 
that  part  \diich  may  be  conveniently  described  as  the  area  of  the  Urban 
District  prior  to  the  extension  of  boundaries  in  1934« 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertakings  have  supplied 
main  water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity  and 
quality. 


An  internal  piped  supply  of  main  water  has  been  laid  on  to  six 
dwellings  during  the  year*  This  leaves  only  23  dwellings  in  the  District 
dependent  upon  a well  supply.  Samples  of  water  from  fourteen  of  the 
well  supplies  were  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination  and  all  but 
one  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  owner  of  the  premises  from  \diich 
the  unsatisfactory  sample  was  obtained  has  taken  action  to  trace  and  remove 
the  source  of  contamination  in  the  well.  The  matter  was  of  some  concern 
to  him  as  the  well  also  provides  the  sole  supply  for  his  farm  dairy. 

Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvencv  of  Water 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination 
and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Distribution 

IXiring  the  year  the  following  new  water  mains  were  laid  by 
Chesham  Council's  Water  Undertaking*- 

Location  Length  Diameter 

Vale  Rise  (lym  Estate)  168  yards  4" 

Kirtle  Road  13  " 3” 

Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

Samples  of  water  as  distributed  from  piped  supplies  have  been 
taken  throughout  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  The  follewing  table  diows 
the  number  of  samples  taken  with  the  results  of  examinations s- 


Name  of  Water 
Undertaking 

Samples  for  Bacteriological 
Examination 

Samples  J 
AnaZ 

ror  Chemical 

...  

Date 

Result 

Date 

Result  [ 

Urban  District 

2.2.55. 

Satisfactory 

2.2.55. 

Satisfactory  f 

Council  of  Chesham 

24.5.55. 

It 

24.5.55. 

" f 

12.7,55. 

It 

12.7.55. 

” [ 

9.11,55 

n 

9.11.55. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 

1 

Berkhamsted  supply 

2.2.55. 

Satisfactory 

2.2.55. 

Satisfactory 

9.11.55. 

ft 

9.11.55. 

ft 

Rickmansworth  & 

12.7.55. 

It 

12.7.55. 

ft 

Uxbridge  supply 

! 

j 

Amersham  and  Beac- 

24.5.55. 

VI 

24.5.55. 

51  1 

onsfield  supply 

' 
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Chemical  Analysia  and  Bacteriological  Exagilnation 


The  following  are  copies  pf  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the 
exacaination  of  four  recent  saxaples*-^ 


Mo,  W/8/55  54  Bois  Moor  Road^  Gheshom. 
No,  y/17/55  Vale  Cottageq,  Chesham, 

Ho,  W/;^0/55  Council  Offices,  Chesham, 
W/31/55  Green  Cottages,  Chesham, 


(Amersham  & Beacozi8flel4)' 
(Rickman s wort h & Uxbridge)  '" 
(Chesham  U,D«  Council) 
(Berkhamsted  supply) 


Chemical  iUialysis 


wy8/55  WA7/55  w/30/55  W/31/55 


Appearance 

All  samples 

clear  & colourless 

Ruction  (pH) 

7.3 

7^ 

7.0 

7a 

rarts 

per  million 

Free  Chlorine 

£U75  . 

0*10 

nil 

nil 

Total  solids 

352 

334 

317 

323 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

18.0 

13,0 

U.5 

15.5 

AiiUftoniacal  Nitrogen 

o;o20 

nU 

0.002 

0,002 

Albuminoid  Nitro^n 

0,010 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

' 1.3 

2.0 

2.6 

2.3 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0:>ryg€n  absorbed  from 

permanganate  (3hrs, 
at  98°  F.) 

o.oe 

nil 

0,12 

0.12 

Hardness,  temporary 

250 

230 

237 

222 

permaneiit 

27 

47 

36 

38 

total 

277 

277 

273 

260 

Metals  - 

Lead,  copper,  zinc  Not  found  in  any  s^n^^les 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Colonies  on  agar  in 
4S  hrs,  ® 37*^  C«  per  ml. 

Colonies  on  agar  in 
72  hrs»  @ 20*^  C,  per  ml, 

Cpliform  bacilli 

Ci;lnion  - All.  Samples 

From  these  results  I am  of  opinion  that  the  water  is  of  high 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity  and  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 


0 111 
0 30  0 1 

Not  found  In  100  ml. 


Number  of  dwellings  and  estimated  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  (31,3.55,) 


1 

No«  of 

T 

So,  of 

Estimated 

Rouses 

C^avanvS 

Population 

Internal  piped  supply 

'3,917 

- 

11,186 

External  (3ta,udpip8S, 

123 

28 

293 

etc,) 

.. . ■ 

Number  of  dwellings  ^ppli^'  -f^om  well's  - 28  ‘ ’ 
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2.  PUBLIC  SWBailKG  BATH 


'^Tae  untreated  vaoer  froiu  the  bore  veil  which  supplies  the 
Council's  si/ioiding  bath  is  kno’l^m  to  be  subject  to  intermittent 
contamination,  V/txen  in  use  the  vfater  in  the  filled  bath  is  dosed 
regularl/  v/ith  chlorine  and  bacteriological  examination  of  samples 
has  sho\>rn  that  whenever  the  free  chlorine  is  maintained  betv/een 
0.2  and  O.t  pai'ts  per  million,  ohe  water  is  safe  for  bathing  purposes, 

Ithilst  the  Department  has  submitted  no  samples  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  1955>  the  free  chlorine  content  of  the 
water  has  been  checked  from  time  to  time.  The  tests  carried  out 
have  shovm  that  the  dosage  of  ciilorine  was  being  maintained  si  an 
effective  level. 


3,  hI'ID  SmCB  DISPOSAL 

The  sewerage  of  the  tovm  is  on  the  separate  system,  the  soil 
water  sex/er  discharging  to  the  Council's  Sex^)age  Disposal  Plant  in 
Le/bimer  iioad.  The  ef:riuent  resulting  from  the  treatment  of  the 
sexjage  in  sedimentation  tanlcs  and  percolating  filters  is  discharged 
to  the  River  Chess. 

In  recent  years  it  has  become  apparent  that  tne  design  and 
capacity  of  the  x^/orks  v/as  such  that  the  increased  volume  of  sevrage 
received  could  not  be  dealt  x^rith  effectively, 

as  a first  step  toxmxrds  the  improvement  of  the  x/orks,  the 
Council  made  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Goveriunent 
for  permission  to  constin-ict  an  a^dditional  percolating  filter  bed.  The 
matter  -was  considered  at  an  enquiry  held  by  a hlinistry  Inspector  x;ho, 
rejecting  the  Council's  proposals,  recommended  that  immediate  steps  be 
taken  to  improve  the  operation  of  the  sedimentation  tanlcs  and  to  bring 
about  a reduction  in  the  volume  of  x;ater  entering  the  sex;ers  from 
underground  springs  in  the  lov;  lying  parts  of  the  toxm. 

Action  to  effect  these  recoumiendations  js  planned  to  start 
early  in  1956, 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  by  public  sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1953/54  showed  that  approximately  450 
dv;ellings  x/ere  situated  in  aa'eas  not  served  by  a public  sewer.  This 
number  hcxs  increased  during  1955  with  the  building  of  further  houses 
in  Berkeley  Avenue,  Botley  Road  and  other  outlying  parts  of  the  tovm. 
Most  of  the  dwellings  dr-in  to  either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic 
tank  and  soakax^ray  into  chalk.  Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have 
been  permitted  for  nex^r  dxirellings. 

Cesspool  emptying 

The  Coxmcil's  machine  emptied  l60  cesspools  during  1955 f 139 
being  in  the  Urban  District,  whilst  the  remainder  X;rere  adjoining 
areas.  Charges  for  emptying  cesspools  are  15/-  for  each  emptying 
x-mtliin  the  Urban  District  and  17/6d  per  hoxir  for  emptying  cesspools 
outside  the  District, 

Sewer  I^ensions 

During  the  year  a new  sexier  was  constructed  to  serve  development 
in  Eei'keley  Avenue,  The  sewer,  800  yards  long  and  constructed  partly 
of  9”  diameter  concrete  pipes  and  partly  of  6“  earthenxmre  pipes, 
connected  to  the  existing  sexier  in  Asheridge  Road. 

A further  106  yards  of  sex-jer  was  also  laid  in  Penn  Avenue, 
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All  house  refuse  collected  in  the  Urban  District  is  disposed 
of  by  incinceration  at  the  Council's  Incinerator  Plant  in  Il.tir.er  Aoad, 
Gheshara. 


Salvage  Return  for  year  1955 


tons 

cwt . 

lbs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Waste 

Paper 

4 

13 

- 

9 

6 

- 

Scrap 

Iron  ' ■ 

6 

4 

84 

28 

1 

5 

Scrap 

Lead 

8 

81 

35 

13 

10 

Scrap 

Brass,  copper  etc. 

2 

62 

13 

8 

9 

Loose 

Tins 

8 

7 

56 

U 

13 

2 

19  16  59 


£101  3 2 


J iXOxi  U 


! 
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;L.  GAHITAHI  Vi3IT3 


l':i:Xuev  o.?  iiousoo  in.ipectod  undor  xiiblic  Health  ;.cts  _ 
Aevisits  made  to  lioueoe  under  piablic  Health  Acts  _ - 


idir.iber  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  — 
Pevisibs  uade  to  houses  under  Housing  Acts  _ 

I'hi'aber  of  houses  inspected  for  verraj.n  

Humber  oT  rooms  disinfested  ..  _ __  

UiscelianeouG  visits  to  iiouses  _____  _ 

■'isits  to  houses  in  con.iection  ndth  Improveaent 
Infos'Aition  cf  i/asps  Cs''yii-o’j<^d.  _ 

Visits  uhore  Infectious  disease  has  occurred  __ 
ihiubor  of  rooms  disinfected  _ _ 


Visits 
Visits 
"'isits 
•'isi  bn 
Visits 
Visics 
Visius 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
Visits 
Visius 
Visits 
^isi'CB 


to  blai:ightarhouse  (Heai}  Inopection)  _ 
to  butchers  ' Shops  ________ 

to  Fish  Shops  _ _______ 

‘GO  Grocers  • Shops  _ _ 

to  Ice-cream  hr  erases  _ __  _ _ _ 

to  Food  Preparing  Places  _ _ __  _ 

to  iiostauraiibo 

to  Eahohouses  _ _ _ 

to  dairies  _______  _ _ _ 

in  coiinection  vji'ch  iaik  Sampling  _ 
to  Licensed  Prondses  _ _ _ _ _ 

to  Ihiuckers'  f;xrd  _ _ _ _ 

and  iinGpections  of  Factories  _ _ 

in  coiaiection  vjibh  Ua'ber  Supp)!/ __ 
in  connec  bion  vitli  Ibdsnt  Control  _ .. 


Interviews  _ _ 

iisceliaueous  visits 


Grents 


_ SI 

9S 

— _ 1 
64 

_ _ S 

V 

_ _ 553 

_ . 521 

- - 7 

_ 6 
__  _2 
_ .579 

19 

n 

'’-~43 
_ ..  32 

_ 17 

. _ 20 
_ 23 


*'> 

A- 


- - 75 
_ _ 92 

_ ^C2 
531 


u»  Llr-b^i  i,L  i-  Ubh  j 

bu>.  ing  the  ye-Gr-  five  library  books  v;ere  •'..dthdi-awn  From 
h.vuses  where  irb'oc.biou3  disease  bad  occurred  and  were  disinfected  before 
being  returned  to  the  librarian  for  re-circulation, 

3 • 'j  r.  upf 

baring  the  year  one  infestation  of  fleas  xjas  reported  and  treated. 

In  addition,  in  response  to  requests  for  help  from  occupiers, 
nests  of  wasps  u'ore  destroyed  at  seven  premises  during  the  suiimier  months, 

4.  PULnIG  Htt^LTII  ..CT,  19CS.  STAIUTOHY  MOriCtS 

Ho  Statutory  llotices  under  the  Riblic  Hejilth  193o,  were 

.served  during  the  year. 


5.  PUbLIG  HjhiLfil  ACT,  1936.  ABATAIidNT  GF  IjUIoiU^GaS 

the  follovang  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  which  have  seen 
■..o._it  -.'ita  0/  aov-ns  of  inforia.il  action  during  1955:- 
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Abatement  of  IJuisances 


. Defect 

Ikiraber  of  Defeci 

bs 

Outstanding 

on  1.1.55. 

Reported 
in  1955 

Remedied 
in  1955 

Outstanding 
on  31. 12., 55 

Dampness 

12 

21 

13 

20 

Defective  doors 

and  v/indov/s 

8 

10 

3 

10 

Defective  roof  surface 

water  drainage 

6 

4 

6 

4 

Defective  sanitaiy 

accommodation 

- 

12 

8 

4 

Inadequate  sanitary 

accommodation 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Defective  floors, 

stairs,  etc. 

6 

3 

1 

Defective  plasterwork 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Defective  fireplaces 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Leald.ng  roofs 

10 

10 

9 

11 

Defective  and  dang- 

erous  ceilings 

3 

- 

3 

Unsatisfactory  yard 

paving  and  drainage 

8 

— 

2 

6 

Defective  drainage 

systems,  choked  drains 

1 

6 

6 

1 

^iiscollaneous 

5 

1 

2 

4 

TOTALS 

57 

\ 

79 

65 

71 

6,  PUBLIC  HiilALTH  ACT,  1936 < Provision  of  Dustbins 

Since  1950  the  Council  has  used  the  powers  given  by  Section  75,(3) 
of  the  Act,  which  provides  that  in  lieu  of  requiring  owners  or  occupiers 
of  buildings  to  provide  dustbins,  the  Local  Authority  may  themselves 
undertake  to  provide  and  maintain  such  dustbins  as  may  be  necessary.  An 
annual  charge  of  5/-  collected  wit-h  the  general  rate,  is  charged  for  each 
dustbin. 


In  practice  Council  dustbins  are  not  delivered  to  premises  before 
the  attention  of  oxmers  has  been  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  arrangements 
and  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  pro'vlding  dustbins  themselves. 


During  1955j  the  refuse  collection  service  was  examined  in  detail 
h7  tiiA  Council  and  it  came  to  notice  that  a large  number  of  unsuitable 
and  defective  bins  were  in  use  by  householders.  The  handling  of  many 
of  these  bins  x^ras  increasing  the  difficulties  of  the  refuse  collection 
staff.  As  a result  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  individual  examination 
of  approximo.tely  250  unsuitable  and  defective  biriS  and  took  action  Xifhere 
necessary  to  secure  the  provision  of  regulation  bins. 


Provision  of  dustbins  by  Council 
htimber  of  dustbir^  provided  in  1955 
I'Jumber  of  dustbins  provided  1950/54 


55 

98 


Total 


7.  GQHTxOL 
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Fre^^enoion  of  Dan-iage  Lr  Pestg  Apt,  1949 « 

The  methodG  and  practice  of  rodent  control  have  been 
similar  to  those  cai  ried  out  in  the  District  during  previous  yesu's. 

The  inspection  of  all  types  of  premises  is  carried  out  as  a result 
of  notifications  received  from  occupiers  andj,  to  a greater  e:cbent, 
by  the  continual  routine  survey  of  the  ai’ea. 

Treatment  of  rat  and  mice  infesta-tions  has  been  successful 
in  the  majority  of  cases  using  the  nev;  rodenticide  'Warfarin’, 

haring  the  year  the  sewers  received  tw  maintenance  treatments 
for  rat  infestations.  The  first  was  carried  out  in  April  when  4^ 
iimi.nhol0S  were  dealt  vdth  and  29  complete  takes  observed,  56  manhole:; 
were  baited  during  the  second  treatment  in  October,  when  orJ.y  one 
complete  take  was  observed.  The  reduced  tsice  of  bait  in  the  second 
treatment  indicated  that  the  first  treatment  was  largely  successful. 

In  addition,  a 10^  test  of  the  remainder  of  the  sewer  mahholes 
was  undertaken,  resulting  in  nine  fresh  infestations  being  detected  and 
treated. 

Frequent  treatments  have  also  been  carried  out  on  the  site  of 
the  Council's  Incinsrator  and  Sewage  horks,  and  at  no  time  did  the 
infestations  get  out  of  liand  on  this  potentially  dangerous  spou. 


SumK»aiy  of  Actlo-n  taken  during  1955 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Local 

Auth- 

ority 

D'.iell- 

ing 

Houses 

Agricult- 

ural 

iill  Other 
(including 
bijisiiiess) 

!•  ISfuiaber  of  properties 

inspected  as  a resuli:  of: 

(a)  Itotifioation 

2 

in 

29 

(b)  airvey  under  the  Act 

5 

939 

7 

23 

(c)  Reinspections 

2 

7 

- 

o 

II,  Number  of  properties 
inspected  \-jhich  were 
found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats 

3 

129 

31 

(b)  Mice 

4 

- 

7 

III,  lJumber  of  infested 
properties  treated 
(rats  BWid  Biice) 

O 

105 

19 

IV,  I^kuaber  of  'Block'  control 
schemes  caiu*ied  out. 

2 

7 

- 

- 

8,  RAG  FLOCK  MD  QTHSR  FILLING  MATIiIHlALS  ACT,  1951 

Tv/o  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act,  the  activities  carried 
on  being  the  mujiufacture  of  soft  toys  in  one  case  and  the  upholsteiy  of 
furniture  and  bedding  in  the  other. 


9.  PET  AEIMAI^  ACT,  19 SI 


22  - 


During  nne  year*  ci.e  perdcn  irins  been  lioenaed  to  keep  a pet 
shop  in  the  District, 

The  business  carried  on  an  the  premises  nas  been  limited  to 
the  sale  of  tropica^i  ij.sh. 


10.  I^IC 


scx-ro 


<69 


itoveable  Dv'/ellin,9:3 

During  195!5p  2?  persons  were  .lljennsd  und^a-  Section  269  of 
the  Act  to  station  mcvsatle  dv/ell;_.:xgs  ij..  the  district.  Twenty-three 
of  the  caravans  ijere  stationed  on  ohe  site  luiiiaged  by  the  Cheshaai 
Urban  District  Coun  .il  on  their  larii  at  Trapps  Lanej  Chesham,  the 
remaining  four  being  Ic  cared  vi.\  variors  individual  sites  throughout 
the  district. 

The  Council’s  site  wrl-;n  iias  been  fully  occupied  since  operd-ng 
in  1951  contains  standings  for  2.3  caj-avanSo  A piped  supply  of  main 
water  is  available  and  a oimmuneL.  saaimy  block  has  been  provided, 
containing  water  closets  arid  washing  facilities,  A rental  of  7/^d  per 
v/eek  is  charged  for  each  caravar-. 


SECTION  H 


1. 


Milk  & Dairies  He^^aiabj.oaftj  1949  to  1954 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (itaw  i-iiii.)  AegalationSp  1949  to  1954= 
Lid.lk  (Special  Desigiiation)  {Pasteurised  aid  Sterilased  1-alk) 


Si.nce  the  ccroing  j.nto  cperei'.ion  o.f  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  ^ 
on  che  1st  October  194 tbe  duties  of  Lr.'-ait  Authorities  have  been 
concerned  mainly  with  the  enforcement  oi  provisions  2‘-elating  to  tne 
distribution  of  milk  ard  its  hanifUing  o.nd  t ."eatment  at  premises  other 
thiin  dairy  farms , The  pr'.n/isions  with  regs.rd  to  ini’ection  of  mi.lk 
vritli  diseases  commTucdcable  I'o  man  are  Also  tiie  responsibility  of 
Local  authorities o 

mere  are  won  produciox-s  of  ird  lk  wi.thin  the  Council ’s  area  and 
tile  majority  are  kncnni  to  have  licensed  '‘Tuberculin  Tested"  herds „ 

-TLl  but  one  dispose  of  their  milk  irx  bulky  either  to  the  local  firm  of 
Giiesham  Dairies,  Limit  eel,  or  bo  -the  l^xpress  Jaiiy  C<jmpany  (London)  Ltd, 

The  one  producer/j’^t -tiler  C'-erates  a rei'.alj.  r ixind  in  the  Gnesham 
area,  selling  "Tuberculin  TeSttta"  miiho 

Number  of  Registered  Milk  Dj.&or:xitj.ccrt;  i 

" " " Prnjn.S'-s  used  as  Dai;c-‘:i.ee 

(not  being  d»;iip;  fa, urns)  1 

The  number  and  ’type  of  l:L-cences  granted  by  inis  aurhoi-ity  undei- 
the  Rogu,lations  are  given  belo,ri-. 

Dealer's  Licence  authorhsii^g  the  use  of  the  special 


designation  ‘‘i'uharcLhi.n  Tested"  2 

3uppler)ierj.tar7  Licence  author  1-sing  the  use  of  tl-.e 

special  designation  "Pa.steurised"  2 

Supplemexitai'y  Licexxce  authorising  the  use  oi'  'bhe 

special  aosiguution  " Liber cul.ln  Tested"  2 

Supplemenbary  L:h>ence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

special  desi..gn;.-.tion  "Sterili.sed”  1 


During  the  ;year  set'ea  aampiles  of  bottled  mi,lk  in  respect  of 
i-aiich  the  spacjrl,  designat.ion  "Pasit^trised"  y'-i.3  in  'use  were  collected 
from  j.icensed  disti-iijutoro  l:i  the  area  arm  submi-tied  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  am-ui.^xati.or-o  Aj.!  samples  passed  the  pres.:iiboi 
tests  for  "Pasteurise;,;"  i-.lT« 


2.  Pood  and  Drugs  A, 'is, 

No  actto:ri  t(j  deal  i-rlth  xinf'ecjted  supplies  of  mi.lk  i-jas  ne-cessai,y 
during  the  period e 


3.  Tuberculosis  Ord'^ro  ldj3 

Fo  nct-ificati,c-ns  of  tb,e  is.l„iughter  of  tuberculous  am,inail3  under' 
the  above  Grd-?r  were  itCciX -jd  diri.i-g  the 
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.3  I XliLirjJSTION  AilD  SUPiiLWXSIQH  OF 

1.  iiUi-i3.:U  01’’  i-'Ot;!)  BY 

Gonor-al  Gnpoei^;,^  ^.n2  Gi/e'^n  (}i-:.'C:yr/  Slifips  - 
Biitchevs  • ______  _ _ 

Wet  Fijjii  oiiupe  — ^ ^ _ — _ 

Fi.2.  I'tyiiLg  Prei^cses  — _ 

E;ai;.)j.‘s _ _. . 

Gon2ectia2ie:.y  ____  _ . 

Wust;:;ar.iint£  __  __  __  __ 

Foea  ricinuPacturii.^,  prerd.'^e;:  _ __  _ _ 

is  ..  _ _ 

F^',o''-oiy  idid  Whop  C:.noee:A.5  _ __  _ 

iv-k.  wO-iiOiii'  ^ __,  _ _ __ 

Liconf.ed  Pi'-:>_-d.eCiJ  (mbli':--. -.r,  hotvj.::;) 

Fovh  Wat’OiioiAecs _..  _ . __ 

31  a’.jfiii'c.orh.'s’isos  _ 


Kotej  i ■'aiac::  iis:-.''"-.  oL:.ui  one  of  ou  :i>. 

10  c;..n'iea  on  ^.’e  o 1 1' li sd  Oi.d.j*, 


2*  iV  W"-“. ioiJ  Oi*  i -i»  :ji  _ji3  -jOi-iuJ  J 0.  t j.  .3  j.Ci  •■■  iLi.j 

0_'  1 Oo-J  V -‘;.J  O^jiJ  .L/'.  0-_  ii—  O d.lt.  vrJ  ».fcO  1 ^ 1^,  3'-* 


IIowc;  0^  i.V‘C  O U':  ; . 

only  ivo  i ■:-;•■  'i  i 

3 • -i''00.iJ  .tl-  J 

Jiio  jooopectoia;  o,.„  / i.v:.l ';■;  -.o  io^x'.  pix;0iio'i6  'iiirlxp 

Ui.l0  -2.'*  • 

the  otx'oki'fi  of  lipfeiie  :^''v.::Ld  oooiell:!???  bom  below  wiie 
dooireu  iovo'L^  pixii.;  ,,li  .lv’  j.n  t:  siiull  iixubex  o':  catering:  axd  food 
prepix’ing  The  onrilovnent  ci  unov.i^-_blc  or  ins'if fieleiib 

staff  11,.  ilif;  O'  ov’j.o.ayr,p  of  o.:-.].l  prenfsos  ia  thcight  'eo  bo  reeponsible 
fox  nc.iv''  (;:  who  ..■■-'..sf .:^yf  iLy  ooviultiono , 

'^01  . ..ii  y'ood'*  -p'oiiira  i-c  lovce  in  oai  di0vr..i.ofo 

fho  long  I'jaioid  Food  degalxijions  laid  beforo 

1 :.iliaiaanf  on  'v.ie  id. at  Woo  ;;!:'ber,  175,3 » o-id  cane  inivo  ooenaticn  cn 
Ist  Joaxyxinp-  1956,  fh.ysc:  iiowal^'oioii,.i  oile  one  plo-co  01  Woction  17 
of  the  Food  aiid  .i.c7,  Ifody  (wixicii  is  ropoalod;  and  add  a irLUJoar 

0,1  now  pnovifiions  in  rcspO'-L  01'  nhe  ij’.'^gienic  h.indiiiig  ol  ^-oua  o.iid  tie 
constxuntion  ond  nai;.i’i:enr-noe  of  pioioiso:: j as  well  as  veiii.oles,  etc. 


,■'  "'^.iste.  xd  don  .iC.na ■' ■.oiiii't  O'i  ice-crea-^ 

* • • , l-o;'  .O.-iiig  s :.■  • 
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where  food  is  handled. 

Local  authorities  are  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  these 
Regulations, 

4,  MEAT  INSPECTION 

(a)  Meat  Inspection  at  Slauediterhouse, 

The  one  licensed  Slaughterhouse  in  the  District  under  lease  to 
the  Chesham  Council  from  the  Chesham,  %combe  and  Tring  Co-operative 
Society  has  continued  to  operate  during  the  year,  the  slaughtering 
facilities  being  used  by  a group  of  Apersham  and  Chesham  traders. 

The  Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  responsible  for  the 
examination  of  all  meat  and  a system  of  100%  inspection  is  in  operation. 
This  work  has  involved  579  visits  to  the  Slaugllerhouse  during  the  past 
twelve  months. 


A table  showing  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
in  1955  is  given  belows- 


Cattle 

axcluding 

Coxjs 

Cows 

Calves 

SheepJ 
& 1 Pigs 

Lambs j 

i 

Ho*  ses 

' 

.1 

Number  killed 

547 

109 

234 

1 

929  1 2651 

; 

! 

Number  inspected 

547 

109 

. 

234 

929  1 2651 

1 

i 

"^11  diseases  except  T,B. 

i 

1 

1 

ii  Cysticerci 
yholo  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

2 

! 

; 4 
• 

i 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

108 

20 

1 

r 

1 

17  } 55 

i 

! 

1 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B. 
and  cysticerci 

19.92% 

! 

19.25% '‘l,28% 

i 

\ 

( 

1 

1.82%;  2.22% 

1 

1 

1 

5 

> 

Tuberculosis  only 
; V/hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

i 

» 

1 

”*  ! ” 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

36 

u 

- ! 67 

i 

- 1 

1 

Percentage  of  number 
: inspected  affected  with  T.B. 

6,74% 

14.67% 

- 

1 

1 

- |2,52% 

1 

i 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  vMch  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

3 

1 

1 

i 

- 1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
; treatment  by  refrigeration 

3 

1 

1 

i 

! 

! 

i 

; Generalised  and  totally 
• condemned 

- 

- 

t 

! 

i 

1 

% 

i 

1 

‘ 1 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  examined  during  the 
year  showed  a decrease  on  previous  years;  comparative  figures  for  the 
past  five  years  are  shown  in  the  followipg  table. 
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Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  & Inspected  during  19CO.-55 


YEAH 

1 

CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP  4 
LA1*1BS 

PICS 

Total  kill  in 
equivalent  cattle 

: 

units (see  note  below) 

■■ 

'1951 

/ / 

1393 

3334 

89 

3353 

1952 

2006 

1078 

3379 

59 

3171 

1953 

659 

4569 

558 

3541 

'1954 

1 

1135 

I 213 
! 

3531 

2122 

3043 

1955 

1 656 

1 234 

! 

929 

2651 

2245 

Koto:  One  cettle  urdt  represents  1 cattle  beast  or  3 calves,  or 

5 sheep  or  2 pigs. 

(fc)  Cystioercus  bovis 


Only  ttn-ee  cases  of  Cysticercus  bovis  were  discovered,  a 
lower  incidence  t'nan  in  1954^  wi.x.en  fourteen  cases  wei-e  found, 

(b)  Percentage  of  Animals  Inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis 

ihe  percentage  of  animals  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis 
maintained  the  improvement  shown  in  recent  years.  The  following  table 
shows  comparative  figures  for  the  past  five  years. 


Percentage  of  Number  Inspected  affected  vdth  Tuberculosis 


YSAli 

CAmE 

Excluding 

Cows 

COV/S 

GAL'/ES 

PIGS 

i9;'i 

8,6^ 

18.25% 

0.4% 

5.6% 

1952 

7.5% 

17.3% 

0.09% 

3.4% 

1953 

8.3% 

12.8% 

4.3% 

1954 

8,5% 

20.0% 

” 

2.9% 

^ 1955 

6.74% 

14.67% 

_ 

2.52% 

(d)  Slaughter  of  Animals  lets,  1933  to  1954 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954>  which  canje 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1954?  made  a number  of  changes  in 
the  law  dealing  v;ith  the  licensing  of  slaughtermen.  The  following 
is  a brief  summary  of  the  new  provisions s- 

(1)  Licences  issued  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  are  rendered 
invalid  after  the  30tn  September  1955*  New  licences 
\d.ll  be  valid  for  one  year  only. 

(2)  In  future  licences  are  to  specify: 

a,  kinds  of  animals  which  may  be  slau^.tered  or  sturmed 
by  the  holder, 

b,  types  of  instruments  v^iich  may  be  used. 

(3)  Licences  authorising  the  slaughter  of  horses  \/ill  be  valid 
only  in  the  district  of  ahe  Authority  granting  the  licence. 
Other  licences  ^dll  continue  to  be  valid  in  any  district. 
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‘ilie  following  details  arc  extracted  from  the  Register  of  Slaii^termen. 


I'lumter  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December  1955  12 

Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  1955  1 

Applications  for  Rene\;als  considered  during  1955  7 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  removed  from  Register 

(no  applications  for  renewal  of  licences)  5 

Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December  1955  8 

5.  KNACKERS*  YARDS 


The  licensed  Knackers*  Yard  situated  at  Broadview  Farm,  Hivings 
Hill,  Chesham,  has  continued  to  operate  during  the  year.  In  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Slau^ter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
(No,  2)  Regulations,  1954,  an  occupier  has  to  submit  to  the  Council  an 
annual  return  show3.ng  the  number  of  horses  slaughtered.  The  return  for 
1955  gives  the  figure  of  73  horses  slaughtered. 

Steps  are  being  taken  ly  the  Council  to  adopt  Byelaws  to 
deal  v/ith  the  sanitary  conditions,  management  and  keeping  of  records  in 
Knackers*  Yards,  but  these  %elaws  will  not  operate  before  the  end  of  1956. 


6.  IC£~CREA14 

During  the  year  frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  premises 
x^hers  ice-cream  ie  manufactured  or  sold  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  to 
1952,  are  observed.  Most  of  the  ice-creaim  sold  is  manufactured  outside 
the  District  and  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety. 

Ice-cream  Sampling 

Sevan  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  following  table  shows 
a summary  of  the  results  obtained :- 


c 

Ice-cream  manufact- 
ured in  district 

1 Ice-cream  manufact- 
ured outside  district 

Samples 

Taken 

Provisional  Grading 
recommended  by  Ministry  of  Health 
I II III  . .IV, 

2 

5 

i 1 oi  1 

j i 

1 3 

i 1 

i 

i 

j 

i 

1 

cv  ! 

1 

1 

L — i 

j Totals 

1 

7 

5 - - 2 

1 

The  two  samples  falling  xdthin  Grade  IV,  which  indicates  a 
doubtful  bacteriological  standard  were  from  the  same  source.  The 
Public  Health  Department  of  the  area  in  which  the  ice-cream  was 
manufactured  was  notified  of  the  result. 


7,  CHINESE  EGG  ALBDMEaJ 

Information  was  received  during  the  year  that  samples  of 
Chinese  Egg  Albumen  taken  in  this  country  had  been  found  to  be 
bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  This  commodity  is  mainly  used  in 
bakeries  and  confectioneries  - sometimes  in  the  raw  state,  e,g.  in 
fillings,  soft  icings. 
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Enquiries  in  Chesham  revealed  that  Dried  Egg  Albumen,  some  of 
Chinese  origin,  v;as  being  used  in  three  bakeries  and  in  a factcry 
manufacturing  chocolates  and  sweets.  Arrangements  were  made  to 
collect  samples  and  to  have  them  examined  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Luton.  Three  out  of  seven  samples  examined  were 
reported  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory,  organisms  of  Salmcnel"' 
being  isolated  in  each  case. 

The  traders  concerned  were  warned  of  the  dangers  associated 
with  the  use  of  the  Albumen  and  agreed  to  surrender  the  remainder  of 
the  sampled  stock  in  their  possession.  At  the  same  time,  action 
was  taken  to  trace  the  vdiolesalers  in  this  country  and  to  find  out 
the  whereabouts  of  any  Albumen  distributed  from  the  same  source 
and  v/hich  mi^t  also  have  been  infectejd.  Information  so  obtain€»d 
v/as  passed  on  to  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  areas  concerned. 

To  illustrate  this  activity  it  may  be  mentioned  that  one  lot 
of  infected  Albumen  was  part  of  a carton  of  23  lbs,  vdiich  had  been 
divided  up  ty  the  local  wholesale  agent  and  distributed  among  bakers 
located  in  six  different  local  authority  areas. 

The  216  lbs.  of  Infected  Albumen  surrendered  to  this  Department 
was  held,  pending  the  outcome  of  experiments  being  carried  on  at  the 
time  into  methods  of  sterilisation.  It  was  later  released  to  the 
wholesalers  v;ho  gave  an  undertaking  that  the  albumen  would  not  be 
supplied  for  use  for  food  before  being  subjected  to  a process  of 
sterilisation  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  understood  the  trade  has  taken  up  the  matter  with  the 
Chinese  exporters  of  Egg  Albumen, 


8.  FOOD  F0I30NINa  HOTIFIECTIQIg 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  w^s  notified  during  the  yee 
Investigations  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  infections  or  food 
involved. 


9.  CONDEMNED  FOODSTUPTS 


Tons  Cwts , Lbs . 


Beef  „ 

2 18 

25i 

Veal  . . 

80 

Pork 

12 

76 

Mutton 

36 

Horn 

29 

Luncheon  Meat 

12 

Sausages 

I’ripe 

20 

Bacon 

6 

Poultry 

o 

3 12 

78 

Hiscellaneeu ' 

Corned  Beef 

66 

tins 

Stoned  Raisins 

12 

lbs. 

Heat 

68 

ti 

Frozen  Egg 

1C 

lbs  o 

Fruit 

145 

!1 

Dried  Egg  ’.Ibumen 

216 

lt& 

Vegete.bles 

48 

tt 

Chocolate 

13 

bars 

Soup  and  St  ::‘V. 

6 

» 

Hi.lk 

50 

Fish 

45 

Disposal  of  Gondemagd  Foodstuffs 

Oondoamed  foodstuffs  (othep:'  than  meat  from  the  Slau^terhouse) 
are  colleotod  from  traders  by  the  Surveyor *s  Department  of  the  Council  and 
destroyed  by  iauineratioa  at  the  Council's  plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Chesriam, 

‘Hie  disposal  of  meat  ' condemned  as  unfit  at  the  Slaiightei^ouse 
is  subject  to  arrangements  between  the  Council  and  individual  owners, 

Mlthoat  prejudice  to  powers  of  seizure  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
ji^ru^  Act,  1933,  the  Cofloncil  has  agreed  to  permit  owners  to  retain  possession 
of  uasouKd  moat,  provided  they  give  a signed  undeitaking  that  such  meat  will 
not  be  used  for  human  consumption. 

Before  disposal  the  owners  are  requested  to  notify  the  Chief 
Saaltary  Inspector  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
coadomned  materials  are  being  consigned.  As  a safeguard,  the  Chesham 
Slaughterhouse  ^ompaiy,  who  operate  the  Slau^terhouse,  undertake  to  stain 
the  rejected  meat  and  offal  \/ith  a green  dye  before  allowing  removal  from 
the  premises. 
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inuring  the  year  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received 
showing  the  names  of  ten  persons  engaged  in  the  following  classes 
of  work. 


Flaking  of  v/earing  apparel  1 

Br-ush-making  9 


There  v/ere  tv;o  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  of 
outworkers  to  the  Council  as'  required  by  Section  110  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  The  firms  giving  the  outwork  were  notified 
and  requested  to  supply  the  necessary  lists  in  February  and  iiugust 
of  each  year. 


4,  CHESI-IAI-I  lITOUSTiahS 


The  following  is  a list  of  Factories  on  the  Register 
on  31st  jUecember  1955, 


Factories  with  Power 


Woodware  and  Joinery  14 

Motor-vehicle  repairs  11 

Binishware  8 

Boot  Manufacture  and  Repairs  7 

Light  Engineering  13 

Clothing  and  Textiles  3 

Printers  3 

Toy  l-5anufac  aire  2 

Plastic  I4o\xlding  1 

Food  ILmufacture  and  Packing  8 

Upholstery  2 

Manufacturing  Jewellers  2 

Miscellaneous  19 

93 

Building  operations  6 


Factories  (Mo  Mechanical  Power) 


Upholstery  1 
Undertakers  1 
SiDone  ^^ason  1 
Blacksmith  , 1 
Dr es  smalcing  & Tailoring  2 
Cycle  Repairs  1 
\iaste  Merchant  1 
Radio  Engineer  1 
Packing  _2 

11 


